Table of Committed Cash and In-Kind Academic Support, Years 1-5, 

Table of Nature of In-Kind Support,

And Cost Sharing Justification 

Per the instructions in the ERC Solicitation, please complete Table 1, identifying committed cash and in-kind academic support using the sample Word document table provided below. Also, if applicable, complete Table 2, identifying the types of in-kind support using the sample table that follows.  If you are submitting both tables they should be put into one document.  Append to the table(s) the cost sharing justification. Instructions for the cost sharing justification follow the table samples. The cost sharing table(s) document, including the cost sharing justification, must be uploaded into the Single-Copy Documents section of the full proposal in FastLane.  (Do not include the table(s) or justification within the body of the proposal since cost sharing information is not to be viewed or considered by the reviewers.)   

Cost Sharing Requirements:

Cost sharing is not a review criterion but is an eligibility criterion. However, the provision and quality (space, size, and functionality) of headquarters space is both an eligibility criterion and a review criterion. Proposals must include a description of headquarters space, its size, and functionality in the body of the proposal. The headquarters space must be located on the campus of the lead academic institution.

Since cost sharing is not to be seen or considered by reviewers, any letters of commitment should not mention any cost sharing (cash or in-kind) since these letters will be seen by the reviewers and cost sharing is not a review criterion.  Refer to the solicitation for details concerning the letters of commitment. 

The proposed cost sharing must be shown on Line M on the proposal budget. Only items which would be allowable under the applicable cost principles, if charged to the project, may be included as the awardee's contribution to cost sharing. Contributions may be made from any non-Federal source, including non-Federal grants or contracts, and may be cash or in-kind (2 CFR § 215.23). It should be noted that contributions counted as cost-sharing toward projects of another Federal agency may not be counted towards meeting the specific cost-sharing requirements of the NSF award. All cost-sharing amounts are subject to audit. Failure to provide the level of cost sharing required by the NSF solicitation and reflected in the approved award budget may result in termination of the NSF award, disallowance of award costs and/or refund of award funds to NSF. 

Administrative requirements related to cost sharing may be found in 2 CFR § 215.23, "Cost Sharing or Matching." For additional information on cost principles consult: 2 CFR Part 220, Cost Principles for Educational Institutions (OMB Circular A-21); or 2 CFR Part 230, Cost Principles for Nonprofit Organizations (OMB Circular A-122), as applicable.
Instructions for Preparing Table 1. “Committed Cash and In-Kind Academic Support, Years 1-5”:
This table should identify committed cash and in-kind support by the lead university and by any or all of the domestic partner university(ies) providing cash and/or in-kind support for years 1-5, as well as a grand total for the five years.  Refer to the full instructions in the Table.
It is understood that the availability of financial resources may present significant challenges to commit to cost sharing in an ERC for some smaller universities and colleges and universities that do not have high research activity. Therefore, the ERC cost sharing requirements are graduated and vary by the basic classification categories of universities and colleges as defined in the "Carnegie Foundation's Classification of Institutions of Higher Education." 

Column A. Identify the source(s) of committed cash and in-kind support.

Columns B. and C. Use the Carnegie Classification (Basic) below to determine and show the appropriate cost sharing percentage for each academic university (lead and partners). The Carnegie Classification tables are available at: http://classifications.carnegiefoundation.org/lookup_listings/custom.php
· RU/VH: Research Universities (very high research activity) – required cost sharing level is 20% of the allocation of the NSF budget to the lead or partner university; 

· RU/H: Research Universities (high research activity) – required cost sharing level is 15% of the allocation of the NSF budget to the lead or partner university; 

· DRU: Doctoral/Research Universities – cost sharing level is 10% of the allocation of the NSF budget to that partner university; 

· Master's L: Master's Colleges and Universities (larger programs) – cost sharing level is 10% of the allocation of the NSF budget to that partner university/college; 

· Bac/Diverse: Baccalaureate Colleges--Diverse Fields – cost sharing level is 5% of the allocation of the NSF budget to that partner college. 

If the university is classified in more than one Carnegie category, it must cost share at the highest cost sharing category as described above. In addition, the Carnegie classification that is to be used is the classification in place at the ERC LOI submission deadline and will remain throughout the duration of the competition and a subsequent award. Refer to text in the Solicitation and OMB Circular A-110 for more details on cost sharing.

Sample tables follow)  
Sample Table 1 “Committed Cash and In-Kind Academic Support, Years 1-5” 

	A) Source of Academic Cost Sharing (use one line for the lead and each domestic partner university and identify by name)
	B) Carnegie Classification (identify relevant classification from list above)
	C) Required Cost Sharing as a Percentage of Universities’ Allocation of NSF Funds (Per Carnegie-Classification)
	D) Actual Cost Sharing %
	E) Allocation of NSF Funds Across Academic Partners ($$)
	F) Committed Cost Sharing as Cash
	G) Committed Cost Sharing as In-kind Support ($$)
	H) Total Cost Sharing $$ Per Partner (F+)

	University A (lead)
	RU/VH
	20%
	
	$8,000,000
	$1,000,000  
	$   600,000 
	$1,600,000

	University B
	RU/VH
	20%
	
	$5,000,000
	$   750,000
	$   250,000
	$1,000,000    

	University C
	RU/H
	15%
	
	$2,500,000
	$   375,000    
	$        0
	$   375,000   

	University D
	Bac/Diverse
	 5%
	
	$1,500,000
	$     50,000
	$     25,000
	$     75,000

	University E
	Bac/Diverse
	 5%
	
	$1,500,000
	$     25,000
	$     50,000
	$     75,000

	Total Academic Cash/In-Kind Cost Sharing
	      ------
	16.9%*
	
	   --------
	$2,200,000
	$   925,000
	$3,125,000

	Cash Requested from NSF
	      ------
	  ------
	
	$18,500,000
	      ------
	     ------
	       ------


* To figure the total cost sharing for this ERC take the total cost sharing identified in column H and divide it by column E the “Allocation of NSF Funds Across Academic Partners” (Example:  $3,125,000 divided by $18,500,000 = 16.9%)
The total percent of NERC cost share will be no more than the sum of the percentages attributed to the participating universities divided by the number of lead and partner domestic universities, according to the guidance above, depending upon the Carnegie classifications for each of the partners.  
Inclusion of cost sharing above the mandatory level as stated in the NERC cost sharing formula would be considered "voluntary cost sharing" which is specifically prohibited in NSF's revised cost sharing principles, as stated in the NSF Grant Proposal Guide (GPG). NERC proposals that include cost sharing amounts in excess of the specified formula run the risk of being returned without review or declined. 
Instructions for Preparing Table 2 “Nature of In-Kind Support”:

For any in-kind support, complete Table 2, indicating the nature of the in-kind support (i.e. equipment, laboratory space, personnel time, materials, etc.) and the names of the domestic partner university(ies) providing the in-kind support.  Refer to the full instructions in the table.
Sample Table 2 “Nature of In-Kind Support”
	Source of Academic cost sharing (use one line for the lead and each domestic partner university and identify by name)


	Nature of In-Kind Support

	University A (lead)
	

	University B
	

	University C
	

	University D
	

	University E
	


Cost Sharing Justification:
Append to the cost sharing tables a justification/explanation of the source, nature, amount, and availability of any proposed cost sharing. The budget justification section of the proposal will not include any cost shared items, only items that are not cost shared.
