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International Research Collaboration Portal
• A resource to facilitate international 

collaborations among engineering 
research centers and researchers
• Portal will include information on current 

NSF opportunities for international 
research collaborations-Office of 
International Science and Engineering 
(OISE)
• Information on international funding 

agencies and research centers.
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Focal point for international science and engineering 
activities inside and outside NSF.

Office of International Science & Engineering

• International Representation
• Collaborations & Partnerships
• MULTIPLIER Missions & 

Embassy Science Fellows

• Data Analytics
• International Policies & Practices
• Funding Programs
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OISE Funding Programs

International Research Experience for Students – IRES

Partnerships for International Research and Education - PIRE

Accelerating Research through International 
Network-to-Network Collaboration—AccelNet
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Examples of other Collaboration Opportunities

• Dear Colleague Letters
• International Training and Education in Advanced Technologies 

(NSF 19-057)
• International Supplements in Chemistry (NSF 20-013)

• Formal Agency-to-Agency 
• Research Collaboration Opportunity in Europe (NSF 20-069) 
• NSF-UK Research and Innovation (multiple)
• NSF-Israel Binational Science Foundation (NSF 17-020)

• Special Solicitations
• Ecology and Evolution of Infectious Diseases (NSF 19-592)
• Collaborative Research in Computational Neuroscience (NSF 

18-591)
• Dimensions of Biodiversity (NSF 20-524)
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Gen-4 ERC Program
• Four (4) Foundational Components

1. Convergent Research
2. Workforce Development
3. Culture of Inclusion
4. Innovation Ecosystem

üEmphasis is to develop engineered systems, 
with high societal impact.

üEncourages team formation, effective
leadership/ management, and the 
development and nurturing of stakeholder 
communities.

Ø Centers comprised of Lead institution plus 
Partner institutions, at least one MSI

Ø Awards: Up to $60M for up to 10 years
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Location of NSF ERC –Leads and Partners
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ERC Center to Center (C2C) Mechanism:

C2C is a mechanism to facilitate international collaboration 
among 2 or more engineering or science research 
centers by means of a supplement.

ØEach country or jurisdiction funds their own researchers, 
facilities, and/or students
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Return on Investment
üAccelerates achievement of milestones 

üAugment existing capabilities of ERC’s

üShare expertise and infrastructure

üTrain graduate students and/or Postdocs

üEnhance engagement with industry

üEmbrace convergent research to solve significant research goals and 

challenges
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C2C Program Timeline

Tri-lateral 
MOU with 
SFI and DfE

2014

2 C2Cs 
awarded 
with SFI & 
DfE

2015
2 C2Cs 
awarded 
with SFI & 
DfE

2016
1 C2C 
awarded 
with SFI & 
DfE

2018

Workshop to 
Explore 
Expansion of 
C2C Partners

August 2018
Workshop to 
Explore 
Expansion of 
C2C WD

April 2019

Start of Pilot 
Expanded 
Partnership

Workshop to 
Explore Int’l 
Collaboration 
Best Practices

April 2016

2018
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C2C Submission Steps: Ireland Model
Invite to full Proposal or 
Decline: 
NSF and Partner(s) work 
together to determine eligibility 
to proceed to next step and 
provide uniform feedback to 
respective Centers. 

Submission 
of white 
paper/LoI to 
NSF/EoI to 
SFI, DfE

Submit 
CLOSE-To-final 

Draft C2C 
Proposal to NSF, 

SFI and DfI

NSF Submission 
Deadline: 

Submit C2C Full 
Proposal as a 

supplement request
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Lists of previous NSF ERC C2C projects
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NSF-ERC/VentureWell Partnership for 
International Collaboration
Objectives:
• Increase and enhance impacts of engineering research
• Explore support of meaningful international center-to-center collaboration 
• Identify best practices for international collaboration
• Develop opportunities for collaborative learning and relationship building among 

stakeholders
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NSF-ERC/VentureWell Partnership for 
International Collaboration
Activities:

1. ERC C2C Collaboration Workshop (August 2018)
2. ERC Workshop on Int’l Collaborations to Enhance Workforce Development 

(April 2019)
3. erc-assoc.org International Collaboration Portal (Spring/Summer 2020)
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International 
Collaboration 

Portal

Rationale for international 
collaborations across each of the ERC’s 

foundational components

Database of international 
research centers and 

corresponding information

Corresponding Information 
on International Funding 

Agencies 

How can we help initiate more, and more meaningful, collaborations?
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Screenshot of homepage of portal (CBS will let us 
know when this is done)
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Building the Resources
1) Rationale:

How can international collaborations add value to an ERC’s 
intellectual merit and broader impacts? 

Aim: to provide language for ERCs to connect the dots between integral components of the ERC and 
international collaborations

Method: Review journal articles, reports, whitepapers, past convenings and collect highlights in 
single brief for public reference

Convergent 
Research and Team 

Science

Engineering 
Workforce 

Development

Diversity and 
Culture of Inclusion

Innovation 
Ecosystem
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Screenshot of homepage of portal (CBS will let us 
know when this is done)
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Building the Resources
2) Database of Centers and Funding Agencies:

• Outreach to ~100 funding agencies and international funding bodies, plus 
web scraping

• Collected information on international engineering centers:
• Center and point-of-contact information
• Research topics
• Facilities available
• Primary language
• Partner organizations
• Funding body

• Outcome: 213 Engineering Centers across 72 countries listed in database 
as of today
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Demo
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Notice: 
Please contact webmaster@erc-assoc.org if you 
represent this Research Institution and have 
identified any required additions or modifications 
to the above information.
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http://erc-assoc.org
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