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Lighting Enabled Systems & 
Applications ERC (LESA) at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute – ERC students 
presented their project on 
visible light communications 
at the first White House-
sponsored “Maker Faire” 

Samuel Mbugua (left) and 
Christian Emiyah of LESA 
partner Morgan State University 
show off their work on Visible 
Light Communications at the 
Maker Faire 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Samuel Mbugua and Christian Emiyah of Morgan State University, a partner institution of the Lighting Enabled Systems & Applications ERC (LESA) based at Rensselaer Polytechnic University, presented their project on visible light communications (VLC) at the first “Maker Faire” sponsored by the White House. The students showcased the work of the LESA to members of President Obama’s cabinet, deans of engineering colleges from across the country, and other esteemed members of the STEM community, including the Directors of both the NSF and the NIH. VLC technology uses light to transmit data. Through overhead LED lights, high-speed data can be received by user devices, such as laptop computers or mobile phones. This means that local wireless data networks (such as Wi-Fi installations) will be able to handle more traffic with less delay and interference. 
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